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Response Essay #1

	Alexander Hamilton and James Madison had different views on the government’s legitimate authority.  Hamilton wanted the country to be stable financially and have a strong central government (Federalist #70).  Madison wanted a checks and balances system for government.  In Federalist Papers #51 Madison writes “A dependance on the people is, no doubt, the primary control on the government: but experience has taught mankind the necessity of auxiliary precautions” (p. 2).  Madison knew one branch of government should not be too powerful and control should be limited to protect from an abuse of power.  
Madison also wanted the states to have more authority along with limited federal power (Federalist 51).  Madison believed citizens should have an active role in running the government (Federalist 51).  Hamilton recommends the government should be run by a single President, someone who would make decisions quickly and justly and be held accountable (Federalist 70).  A President would be a strong representative and leader to protect liberty and justice.     
Over 237 years have passed since the Federalist Papers were created.  Hamilton’s and Madison’s vision of government is still instrumental today.  They created a government of checks and balances with the three branches of government (Federalist, #70), created the position of President (Federalist #70), and the importance of President term limits (Federalist, #72).   The challenges of public administration are always changing.  Public administration leaders must adapt and prepare for future consequences.  The law is the foundation of everything public servants do.    
	According to Greene (2002), Alexander Hamilton’s theory of public administration has a foundation of four pillars.  The four pillars are politics, organization design, ethics, and law.  Of the four pillars, the one that mostly explains how fellow students and future students should learn about public administration is politics.  Applying public administration to politics allows leaders to reconcile differences to administer political theory and practical governance that puts policy ideas into action.  
	“Hamilton believed that a regime based upon commerce would be more peaceful and prosperous for many” (Greene, p.543).  While Secretary of the Treasury, he created the Bank of the United States, public credit, and the United States Mint (Greene, p. 543).  The creation of the banking system ensured the country would prosper with manufacturing, trade, and taxes.  The economic structure Hamilton built is still in effect today and created a commercial and manufacturing structure that spreads across the world (Greene, p. 544).
	Hamilton envisioned government through the legislative, executive, and judicial branches to formulate public administration (Greene, p. 544).  “The three branches would superintend policy making and implementation, not monopolize one and delegate the other.  All levels of government would contribute in their respective ways to formulation and implementation” (Greene, p. 545).  
Current and future public administration officials rely on the policy makers to establish guidelines for local governance.  The guidelines or policies were established for the goal of public good which all public administrators should strive to reach.
	The four pillars are not separate, they overlap.  As public servants, we answer to everyone from citizens, elected officials, government agencies, and businesses.  The four pillars influence decision making and contributes to following constitutional law.  The foundational pillars establish the framework for a government that is accountable, provides for public service management, and ensures steadiness for ethical governance.     
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