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OBSERVATIONS

	For my Moral Frameworks assignment, I chose to attend the Pittsylvania County Board of Supervisors Meeting.  The 7pm meeting was held on October 18, 2022, in Chatham, Virginia, at the Pittsylvania County School Administration Building.  
	Upon arrival, outside the building were many political signs promoting candidates for the election on November 8th.  Our county has two items on the ballot – 1) Untied States House of Representatives and 2) Sales Tax Increase for Pittsylvania County School System.   There was also a group outside, Pittsylvanians for a Brighter Future, passing out literature promoting the 1% Sales Tax Referendum for capital projects to renovate several schools and the Vocational Center.  
	As we entered the building, security was inside the door checking bags and personal items for weapons.  We were also greeted by a member of the County Administration passing out the Meeting’s Agenda.  The agenda was three pages long, divided into four sections:
· Consent Agenda (with eight items needing approval or opposing)
· Presentations (formal speech giving the public awareness about a topic)
· Hearing of the Citizens (citizens allowed to express their view on important topics)
· Public Hearings (property re-zoning requests)
	The meeting was held in the auditorium, starting promptly at 7pm, with 125 people in attendance.  The Chairman of the Board, Vic Ingram, called the meeting to order with a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance recited.  Next, the Supervisors voted to approve the agenda, then they began discussing the eight items in the Consent Agenda section with all items being approved.  Next, a presentation about the Sales Tax Referendum giving by Pittsylvania County School Administrator, Dr. Mark Jones, lasted about 15 minutes.  
	After his presentation, there was the Hearing of the Citizens. Each citizen was given three minutes to speak, allowing forty-five minutes for this section of the meeting.  Some of the concerns of the citizens were the increased traffic expected with the Casino, the Sales Tax Increase, and the retirement and special appointment of a new Board of Supervisor for the Banister District.    
	Lastly was the Public Hearings with four zoning requests being approved.  The Chairman asked if there was any new business, there was none, and the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.    
	After the meeting, I was able to interview three people that spoke up in the Hearing of the Citizens who were in favor of the Sales Tax Increase.  I also spoke to a member of the Pittsylvanians for a Brighter Future.   

Why will you vote “YES” to the 1% Sales Tax Referendum?

Kim Fitzgerald

	As a resource teacher who traveled to various schools throughout the county during my employment, I witnessed and experienced impacts of many of the degrading conditions in the schools.  The 1% Sales Tax would provide revenue that could only be used for school construction projects, replacing mobile classrooms, which pose a security issue, and replace desperately needed central air units.   

Larry Barts, Member of Pittsylvanians for a Brighter Future

	We know that the funds generated can only be used for school construction projects and renovations.  It cannot be used for utilities, salaries, or supplies.  The elementary schools have needed improvements for many years.  

Kevin Mills

	I am voting “YES” for the sales tax referendum because I do not want my property taxes to go up.  I think it is cheaper for me to pay the 1% sales tax rather than the hundreds of dollars for my real estate taxes.  I think if this is not passed, property taxes will surely increase to cover the improvements needed at the schools.  




Barry Sides

	As our local economy grows and adds new industries, we need a well-educated and skilled workforce.  This can best be accomplished by providing upgrades, repairs, renovations and new construction.  Every middle school and elementary school will benefit from the passage of the sales tax increase and enhancing security is reason enough to vote in favor of this referendum.  
	
If the schools are upgraded and improved, will student performance increase?

Kim Fitzgerald
	
	The facility and staff are doing a great job, under the prevailing conditions trying to provide the necessary environmental atmosphere, safety precautions, and educational opportunities that are conductive to maximum achievement for all the students in the county.  However, because of the urgent need of revenue to fund construction, the task to provide educational excellence in education is becoming a tremendous challenge.  
	
Larry Barts, Member of Pittsylvanians for a Brighter Future

	It is the county’s responsibility to provide these facilities and keep them up-to-date.  Students will look forward to going to school if they have an updated and modern facility to come to.  

Kevin Mills

	Overtime, all buildings need basic repairs and improvements, and schools are no different.  Not only that, the environment children learn in has a direct impact on their education.

Barry Sides
  
	Our county is large and contains many different elementary schools nearly all of which are 50 years or older.  Our students are entitled to and deserve up-to-date learning centers.  Our future is dependent and reflective of the education our students receive in the county’s school system.  

The 1% Sales Tax Referendum was on the ballot last year, why do you think it did not pass?

Kim Fitzgerald

	I think it did not pass because the voters did not have the correct information about what the tax money would be used for.  I think many people believed it was to be used for teacher’s salaries and other expenses instead of construction projects to improve facilities.  

Larry Barts, Member of Pittsylvanians for a Brighter Future

	Voters were not properly informed of what the tax increase would be used for.  I feel many people just saw it as just another tax.  This is the main reason the Pittsylvanians for a Brighter Future group was formed to make sure the citizens had proper information and are well informed.
 


Kevin Mills

	I don’t think it passed because there was not much information put out about why the tax was needed.  Many felt the tax would be used to cover teacher salaries especially since teachers just received a raise they opposed it.  

Barry Sides

	I think the proposals got lost in the shuffle and not everyone understood what the funds would be used for and why it was so needed.  Another reason was the thought of another tax.   

 
THE MORAL MATRIX

	Pittsylvanians for a Brighter Future members are businesses, organizations, and community members who have donated time and funds to support the Vote Yes for PCS (Pittsylvania County Schools) 1% Sales Tax Referendum.  The group’s purpose is to inform and educate voters so they will have the knowledge they need to make the best decision that will help the county meet the educational needs of our current and future students.  
	The top priorities of the investment are to 1) remove 26 mobile/trailer classrooms and construct innovative classroom additions 2) Enhance safety and security 3) Replace outdated building equipment with energy efficient systems to include heating/cooling/ventilation, power, and communications/technology and 4) Construct innovative learning environments.  
	The cost of these projects is estimated at $50 million dollars (with an extra $20 million in interest).  The tax, which is one penny for every dollar spent, is expected to generate 3.8 million yearly.  If passed the Sales Tax Increase will expire February 2042 (19 years).   The additional tax will not be levied towards groceries or medicine.  
  	Under the Code of Virginia 58.1-605.1, localities can request a referendum be placed on the ballot for an additional sales tax increase for the use of revenues for construction or renovation of schools.  This is the second year the tax increase has been placed on the ballot.  In 2021, the measure failed to pass by only 14 votes.  If the referendum fails to pass this year, it will not be allowed on the ballot again.      
	Upon learning about Jonathan Haidt’s Moral Foundations Theory, Pittsylvanians for A Brighter Future have their own set of virtues within their culture.  The five foundations of their culture are:
1) Care – Safety is a very important part of their initiative.  Several of the elementary schools have outside mobile units as classrooms.  These are not secure as the student has to travel outside of the building unsupervised to attend class or go to the bathroom.  The school property is also not fenced in, making it easily accessible for possible criminal access.
2) Fairness – The tax will be shared by everyone.  The group feels that as the Casino is operational in 2024, that the tourism and extra traffic traveling through the county will help pay for the school improvements.  In this, the burden is being shared by all.  If the county were to raise property tax to fund the projects, only property owners would be paying.
3) Loyalty – The group is committed to make sure children have the best education possible.  Enhancing and updating the buildings will help recruit the best teachers to the area.  The group feels that having a good education will provide them a bright future.  
4) Sanctity – Children are sacred.  They believe the children should have the very best possible.  The improvements to the classrooms, updated heating and air systems, and innovative learning environment will improve the quality of life for the students.  Also, the upgrades at the Vocational Center will create learning opportunities in a skilled or trade profession upon graduation.
5) Liberty – The Right to Vote is part of our democracy.  Having proper information allows someone to make a better decision.  The group’s objective is to inform the public about the needed school improvements and to explain the purpose of the tax.
	There are still many concerns about approving the Sales Tax:
A) Funding could be found elsewhere – Lottery money, Covid/Cares Act, budget cuts, etc.
B) We are still paying for the upgrades to the four County High Schools from 2010
C) Some citizens feel that the School Board only wanted these improvements because the General Assembly passed the new code allowing it, so they saw it as a spending spree.
D) Since COVID, attendance in public schools is down with more parents choosing to home school their children, so some believe school closures are inevitable, some being consolidated to control costs.
E) The county lacks broadband access in many areas.  Improving this would benefit everyone.  
	Pittsylvanians for A Brighter Future has spent the past 6 months trying to educate the public about the needed Sales Tax to improve the School System.  Their work has allowed some people to change their mind about the topic.  Since the referendum only failed by 14 votes last year, I feel as though it will be passed this year due to their efforts.
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